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Towson University has suspended the program and is no longer
accepting students in this program. The program requirements can be
seen within the 2023-2024 catalog. 

The MFA cultivates the self-generative artist through an interdisciplinary,
process-oriented, collaborative experience. The program is dedicated to
educating and invigorating world citizens of theatre who engage deeply
in our local and global communities, and who wish to combine the life
of an artist with the skills and sensibilities of entrepreneurs, educators
and activists. It is for artists who cannot be content working in a single
discipline or occupying a single "role" in the creative process.

The program emphasizes practice and community. Over the 24-month
program students are constantly creating work which grows out of
class exploration. Sometimes these are ensemble projects, but even on
individual or solo projects, students work together to support each other.
Learning and cultural exchange happens between students as fully as it
does between students and faculty or guest artists.

Every student will engage with a diverse range of practical approaches
and theoretical perspectives in order to help develop an individual
aesthetic that is expressed through the creation of new work. In support
of this, students also pursue serious scholarship and develop a firm
grounding in the history of experimental performance in the United States
and internationally.

Students are encouraged to explore interests and techniques which reach
beyond the curriculum, through self-directed research, independent study
with faculty, or through off-campus experiences such as workshops
or apprenticeships. Past student explorations have included: Bunraku
puppetry; translation of contemporary European drama; object
theatre; integration of video with live performance; experiments in
autobiographical performance; and community art projects. 

Members of the full-time faculty at Towson University teach the majority
of classes. However, this curriculum is augmented by seminars and
workshops with distinguished visiting artists. Guest artists may facilitate
a master class, lecture or demonstration as part of a required class, or
work in a residency with the students of the program. Recent guests
include Lee Breuer, Holly Hughes, Dan Hurlin, Kari Margolis, Sandglass
Theatre, Rinde Eckert, Tim Miller, Joan Lipkin, Richard Armstrong and
Double Edge Theatre.

The program culminates in a final project created and presented by each
student. The final project can take many forms - performance, written
work such as books and articles, pedagogical inquiries, etc. - and serves
as a demonstration of the student’s personal aesthetic and vision that
reflects the explorations and discoveries made during their time in the
program. The emphasis is on process — not product. 

Learning Outcomes
In this program, students will:

1. Develop and/or refine their own personal aesthetic as makers of
theatre

2. Expand their capacity to engage with and use the elements of
theatre - design (costume, lighting, sound, etc.), text, performance,
technology, etc. - in new and exciting ways

3. Explore the intersection of theatre and other art forms/areas of
academic study to create interdisciplinary work.

4. Acquire techniques to create new work effectively in an ensemble, as
a collaborator with other artists, or as an independent artist.

5. Discover ways their art can speak to and/or grow out of work with
specific communities.

6. Demonstrate a firm grounding in the history of experimental
performance and theories of the historical avant-garde, and articulate
the relationship between these histories and theories, and their
unique individual aesthetics.
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