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The M.Ed. in Gifted & Creative Education is an advanced degree program
designed to prepare the degree candidate for a future professional role,
to increase competence in a current career role or to provide a step
toward further study in the field of gifted and creative education. With a
special emphasis on diverse learners, the M.Ed. program in Gifted and
Creative Education help teachers to develop children’s problem solving
and thinking skills. The M.Ed. is a Maryland-approved program that leads
to certification endorsement in Gifted and Talented Education. Following
completion of the M.Ed. in Gifted and Creative Education, students
submit their stamped transcript to the Maryland State Department
of Education to receive the Gifted and Talented Specialist certificate
endorsement.

The M.Ed. in Gifted & Creative Education makes available a strong
foundational knowledge of principles of development (human, child,
and/or adolescent), and concepts from the fields of assessment,
curriculum, instruction and research to provide candidates with the basis
for understanding these exceptional learners. The program is designed
so that it will provide candidates with the maximum benefit to enhance
their professional interests and needs. For this reason, all candidates
will take five core courses designed to provide them with exposure
to and expertise in ways to develop the talents of gifted and creative
children. The program will also explore concerns and issues facing the
field, including concerns about increasing access to Gifted & Creative
Education programming for children from traditionally underserved
groups. To that end, the program will help candidates to acquire new
ways to conceptualize giftedness, creativity and talent that are not based
upon traditional approaches.

Towson University’s M.Ed. in Gifted & Creative Education is aligned with
National Association for Gifted Children (NAGC) Advanced Standards in
Gifted and Talented Education. These advanced standards stress seven
components that teachers of the gifted, talented and creative child must
master, including:

1. Assessment;
2. Curricular content knowledge;
3. Programs, services, and outcomes;
4. Research & inquiry;
5. Leadership and policy;
6. Professional and ethical practice; and
7. Collaboration.

The 30-unit program consists of five required courses, an internship and
four elective courses that are designed to provide each student with
a deeper understanding of the knowledge base represented by these
advanced standards, while supporting individual areas of professional
specialization and academic interest. The faculty in the Gifted & Creative
Education program has developed specific courses to support students

in their professional development and in their future contributions to the
field of gifted and creative education through their chosen career paths.

Requirements
Admission Requirements
Application deadlines and a full listing of materials required for admission
can be found on the website.

Degree Requirements
30 units of coursework

Code Title Units
Required Courses
GACE 601 INTRODUCTION TO GIFTED EDUCATION

AND TALENT DEVELOPMENT
3

GACE 602 DEVELOPING AND IMPLEMENTING
CURRICULUM FOR THE GIFTED, TALENTED,
AND CREATIVE

3

GACE 603 MODELS AND STRATEGIES FOR TEACHING
THE GIFTED, TALENTED, AND CREATIVE

3

GACE 604 SOCIAL & EMOTIONAL DEVELOPMENT OF
GIFTED AND CREATIVE CHILDREN

3

GACE 605 CREATIVITY AND PROBLEM SOLVING 3
GACE 710 INTERNSHIP 3
Electives (see below) 12

Total Units 30

Electives
Students will complete one sequence of four courses from one of the
College of Education’s academic departments listed below. In order to
best meet the needs of the student’s professional practice and to satisfy
their elective course requirements, these courses should be selected with
the assistance from the student’s adviser. Students should refer to their
adviser or the program director with any questions about the possible
combination of courses to satisfy the elective requirement.

Code Title Units
Early Childhood Education Courses

(12 units of any combination of ECED courses shown below)
ECED 607 LEARNER DIVERSITY, CULTURAL

RESPONSIVENESS, AND INCLUSION IN
EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION

ECED 609 GROWTH AND DEVELOPMENT OF YOUNG
CHILDREN

ECED 610 LEARNING ENVIRONMENTS: CURRICULUM
AND TECHNOLOGY

ECED 619 ASSESSMENT, OBSERVATION AND
EVALUATION IN EARLY CHILDHOOD
EDUCATION

ECED 665 CURRICULUM THEORY AND
DEVELOPMENT

ECED 680 CELEBRATING THE ARTS WITH YOUNG
CHILDREN: INTEGRATING THE ARTS IN
CURRICULUM FOR YOUNG CHILDREN

Elementary Education Courses
EDUC 605 INFORMING EDUCATIONAL PRACTICE TO

EFFECT CHANGE
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EDUC 660 MATTERS OF DIVERSITY, EQUITY,
AND EMPOWERMENT IN LEARNING
COMMUNITIES

ELED 647 ADVANCED PROCESSES OF TEACHING
AND LEARNING

ELED 665 CURRICULUM THEORY AND
DEVELOPMENT

Reading Education Courses
REED 650 SOCIAL, CULTURAL, AND CURRICULAR

CONTEXTS FOR SECOND LANGUAGE
LEARNING

REED 651 INSTRUCTION AND ASSESSMENT FOR
SECOND LANGUAGE LEARNERS

REED 652 INTRODUCTION TO LINGUISTICS FOR
TEACHERS OF LANGUAGE AND LITERACY

REED 665 LITERACY IN THE CONTENT AREAS
PREK-12

Secondary & Middle School Education Courses
EDUC 601 CONCEPTS AND ISSUES IN EDUCATION
EDUC 605 INFORMING EDUCATIONAL PRACTICE TO

EFFECT CHANGE
SCED 647 ADVANCED PROCESSES OF TEACHING

AND LEARNING
SCED 741 CURRICULUM DEVELOPMENT IN THE

SECONDARY SCHOOL
Educational Technology & Literacy Courses (Sequence 1 OR
Sequence 2) 1

Sequence 1
ISTC 541 FOUNDATIONS IN LEARNING

TECHNOLOGY AND DESIGN
ISTC 603 FOUNDATIONS OF DISTANCE EDUCATION
ISTC 655 DEVELOPING DIGITAL MULTIMEDIA

MATERIALS FOR LEARNING DESIGN
ISTC 731 THEORY AND PRACTICE FOR

INTEGRATING DIGITAL RESOURCES INTO
LEARNING AND TEACHING

Sequence 2
ISTC 541 FOUNDATIONS IN LEARNING

TECHNOLOGY AND DESIGN
ISTC 667 INSTRUCTIONAL DESIGN AND

DEVELOPMENT
ISTC 731 THEORY AND PRACTICE FOR

INTEGRATING DIGITAL RESOURCES INTO
LEARNING AND TEACHING

ISTC 735 TECHNOLOGY, LEARNING, AND DESIGN

1 Completing Sequence 2 will result in the student being eligible to earn
a post-baccalaureate certificate (PBC) in Educational Technology.
(Students must apply separately to this program via Admissions to be
officially admitted..)

Learning Outcomes
NAGC Advanced Standard 1.0: Gifted education specialists use valid and
reliable assessment practices to minimize bias

Assessment is critical to the advanced roles of gifted education
specialists. Underlying assessment is the knowledge of systems and

theories of educational assessment, along with skills in examining
the technical adequacy of instruments and the implementation of
evidence based practices in assessment. It is critical that assessments
that minimize bias are used in the selection of instruments, methods,
and procedures for both programs and individuals. With respect to
assessment of individuals with gifts and talents, gifted education
specialists in advanced roles apply their knowledge and skill to all
stages and purposes of assessment, including identification of abilities,
strengths, and interests and in monitoring and reporting learning
progress in the general education curriculum as well as in the specialized
curriculum in their gifted education placement.

NAGC Advanced Standard 2.0: Gifted education specialists use their
knowledge of general1 and specialized2 curricula to improve programs,
supports, and services at classroom, school, community, and system
levels

Gifted education specialists use their deep understanding of educational
standards within and across domains to provide access to challenging
curriculum to meet the needs of individuals with exceptionalities.
Gifted education specialists continuously broaden and deepen their
professional knowledge, and expand their expertise with technologies,
curriculum standards, effective teaching strategies, and assistive
technologies to support learning. Gifted education specialists how
individual learning differences and diversity inform the selection,
development and implementation of comprehensive and cohesive
curricula for individuals with exceptionalities.

NAGC Advanced Standard 3.0: Gifted education specialists facilitate
the continuous improvement of general and gifted education programs,
supports, and services at the classroom, school, and system levels for
individuals with exceptionalities

Effective gifted educators in advanced roles design and implement
research activities to evaluate the effectiveness of instructional practices
and to assess progress toward the organizational vision, mission,
and goals of their programs. They develop procedures for continuous
improvement management systems. They use their understanding of
the effects of cultural, social, and economic diversity and variations
of individual development to inform their development of programs
and services for individuals with exceptional learning needs. Gifted
educators in advanced roles apply their knowledge of cognitive science,
learning theory, and instructional technologies to improve instructional
programs at the schoolwide and system-wide levels. They provide for a
continuum of services to ensure the appropriate instructional supports
for individuals with exceptional learning needs. They use their deep
understanding of educational standards to help all individuals with
exceptional learning needs access challenging curriculum.

NAGC Advanced Standard 4.0: Gifted education specialists conduct,
evaluate, and use inquiry to guide professional practice

Research and inquiry inform the decisions of gifted educators in
advanced roles in guiding professional practice. Gifted educators in
advanced roles know models, theories, philosophies, and research
methods that form the basis for evidence-based practices in gifted
education. This knowledge includes information sources, data collection,
and data analysis strategies. Gifted educators in advanced roles evaluate
the appropriateness of research methodologies in relation to practices
presented in the literature. They use educational research to improve
instructional techniques, intervention strategies, and curricular materials.
They foster an environment supportive of continuous instructional
improvement and engage in the design and implementation of action

http://catalog.towson.edu/graduate/degree-certificate-programs/education/educational-technology/


Gifted and Creative Education M.Ed. 3

research. Gifted educators in advanced roles are able to use the literature
to resolve issues of professional practice and help others understand
various evidence-based practices.

NAGC Advanced Standard 5.0: Gifted education specialists provide
leadership to formulate goals, set and meet high professional
expectations, advocate for effective policies and evidence-based
practices, and create positive and productive work environments

Gifted educators in advanced roles promote high professional self-
expectations and help others understand the needs of individuals with
exceptional learning needs within the context of an organization’s
mission. They advocate laws based on solid evidence-based knowledge
to support high quality education for individuals with exceptional learning
needs. They also advocate for appropriate resources to ensure that
all personnel involved have effective preparation. Gifted educators in
advanced July 2013 4 roles use their knowledge of organizational theory
and the needs of different groups in a pluralistic society to formulate
organizational goals promoting evidence-based practices and challenging
expectations for individuals with exceptional learning needs. They
provide leadership to create procedures that respect all individuals
and permit professionals to practice ethically. They create positive and
productive work environments and celebrate accomplishments with
colleagues.

NAGC Advanced Standard 6.0: Gifted education specialists use
foundational knowledge of the field and professional ethical principles
and Program Standards to inform gifted education practice, engage
in lifelong learning, advance the profession, and perform leadership
responsibilities to promote the success of professional colleagues and
individuals with exceptionalities

Gifted education specialists in advanced roles have a comprehensive
knowledge of gifted education as an evolving and changing discipline
based on philosophies, evidence-based principles and theories, relevant
laws and policies, diverse and historical points of view, and issues
that have influenced and continue to influence gifted education and
the education of and services for individuals with exceptionalities
both in school and in society. They are guided by professional ethics
and practice standards. In their advanced roles gifted educators have
leadership responsibilities for promoting the success of individuals with
exceptional learning needs, their families, and colleagues. They create
supportive environments that safeguard the legal rights of students,
families, and school personnel through policies and procedures that
promote ethical and professional practice. Gifted educators in advanced
roles continuously broaden and deepen their professional knowledge,
and expand their expertise with instructional technologies, curriculum,
effective teaching strategies, and assistive technologies to support
access to learning. Gifted educators in advanced roles plan, present, and
evaluate professional development based on models that apply adult
learning theories and focus on effective practice at all organizational
levels. They are actively involved in the preparation and induction of
prospective gifted educators. Gifted educators in advanced roles model
their own commitment to continuously improving their own professional
practice by participating in professional development themselves and
promote the advancement of the profession.

NAGC Advanced Standard 7.0: Gifted education specialists collaborate
with stakeholders to improve programs, services, and outcomes for
individuals with gifts and talents and their families

Gifted educators in advanced roles have a deep understanding of the
centrality and importance of consultation and collaboration to the

roles within gifted education, and they use this deep understanding
to improve programs, services and outcomes for individuals with
exceptional learning needs. They also understand the significance of
the role of collaboration and apply their skill to promote understanding,
resolve conflicts, and build consensus among both internal and external
stakeholders to provide services to individuals with exceptional learning
needs and their families. They possess current knowledge of research
on stages and models in both collaboration and consultation and ethical
and legal issues related to consultation and collaboration. Moreover,
gifted educators in advanced roles have a deep understanding of the
possible interactions of language, diversity, culture and religion with
contextual factors and how to use collaboration and consultation to
enhance opportunities for individuals with exceptional learning needs.


